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Department of Chemical Pathology

From: Prof CWK Lam To: CCE, HCE
Hon Chief of Service All COSs
Department of Chemical Pathology All DOMs
Tel/Fax No: 2632-3338/2636-5090 PWH
Date: 14 December 2004

SARS-CoV serum RNA test
Change in specimen packaging requirements

A new set of specimen transportation guidelines for the transfer of diagnostic specimens
within NTEC has taken effect. Consequently, the packaging requirements for the
transfer of blood specimens within the Prince of Wales Hospital for the SARS-
coronavirus serum RNA test are to be changed accordingly to be in line with the new
guidelines, with immediate effect.

Any patients requiring the SARS-coronavirus serum RNA test should be considered as
suspected SARS patients. As a result, the blood specimens collected from such patients
should be packaged according to the procedures for the packaging and transfer of
specimens with high infectious risk depicted in the guidelines (see attachment).

Specimens not packaged according to this guideline will be rejected.

From today onwards, the Bio-bottles that are currently placed in the infectious diseases
wards should be returned to the Department of Chemical Pathology.

This change is only applicable to the transfer of specimens within PWH.

Thank you for your kind attention.

il

C WK Lam

Copy to:

Dr Michael Suen (CC (Path))
Dr KK Lai (SDCS)

Mr Samson Quek (AHA, AHNH)
Ms Jessie Lam (Path, PWH)

Mr KC Ho (ChemPath, PWH)
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